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DONATE OR REGISTER TO WALK:
CROWDRISE.COM/WALKAMILEINHERSHOESNANTUCKET2018

A Safe Place  •  508-228-0561

SATURDAY, JUNE 23 • 10am 
at Children’s Beach

Rain Date: Sunday, June 24th at 10:00am

Photo by Nicole Harnishfeger

SNEAK PREVIEW: The night before the Nantucket Film Festival officially opened, it presented the 1928 silent-

film classic “The Man Who Laughs,” with a live score performed by the Berklee Silent Film Orchestra Tuesday at

the Dreamland Theater. The festival opened yesterday with a full schedule of screenings. Turn to page 1B and

pick up “This Week on Nantucket” for festival highlights.

Patriot Malcolm Mitchell pays
schools, Book Festival a visit 

By Dean Geddes
dgeddes@inkym.com

New England Patriots wide re-
ceiver Malcolm Mitchell traveled to
the Nantucket Intermediate School
Monday to crown Becky Hickman’s
sixth grade “E Block” class champi-
ons of his Read Bowl 18. 
Read Bowl is part of his literacy

initiative Read With Malcolm that
the Super Bowl champion started
when he was a student-athlete at
the University of Georgia.
“I’ve been doing this for three or

four years and my favorite thing is
seeing the energy and authenticity
of the kids,” Mitchell said. “To me I
love that experience.”
Mitchell, who had never been to

Nantucket before, made the most of
his trip, bringing his Read With Mal-
colm team to the island and hosting
an assembly for grades one through
six in the NIS gym. There he per-
formed magic tricks with John Zoc-
cola, and read his book “The
Magician’s Hat” to the students.
He also spoke Sunday evening in

the concluding program of the 2018
Nantucket Book Festival.
“Being able to communicate that

he struggled as a kid to read, to com-

municate that message as a pro ath-
lete, that’s huge,” Hickman said.
“The kids, they look up to these ath-
letes.”
Mitchell said he struggled with

reading in high school and college
and eventually decided to face the
challenge head-on. Joining a book
club and working with tutors while
a student at Georgia, he slowly
turned his weakness into a strength.

His senior year at Georgia,
Mitchell penned “The Magician’s
Hat” and was named the 2016 Geor-
gia Writers Association Children’s
Author of the Year.
“For me, (the inspiration for) writ-

ing a book just came from reading a
ton of them. I had my own ideas and
wanted to share,” Mitchell said. 
“Reading is really the driving

Proposed ivory
ban could cripple

island artisans

By Joshua Balling
jballing@inkym.com

The state Senate is scheduled to
take up a bill today that island
scrimshaw artist Michael Vienneau
says could put him out of business if
it passes.
Intended to curb the trafficking of

elephant ivory and rhinoceros horn
within the state, Senate No. 2553
also prohibits the sale of mastodon
and mammoth tusks, which most
scrimshanders today use to continue
the historic art of ivory carving. 
“It’s already illegal to sell ele-

phant ivory out of state, and whale
ivory is covered under federal law.
The fact that they want to incorpo-
rate fossil ivory into this law would
probably put me out of business. I
can’t imagine not having that mate-
rial available to me,” said Vienneau,
who for more than two decades has

been carving incredibly-detailed de-
signs into pieces of the same pair of
mammoth tusks he pulled out of the
ground in Alaska in 1993. 
“Why ban something that’s been

extinct for 10,000 years? How’s that
going to save the elephants? I hate
to think what could be down the
road. I don’t want to buy anything
anymore. I could be out of business
soon.”
As drafted by Sen. Jason Lewis,

D-Winchester, the bill is intended to
align state law with federal prohibi-
tions on the import and sale of ele-
phant ivory and rhinoceros horn. 

Hadwen House sculpture blends old with new

By Kevin Stanton
kstanton@inkym.com

The Nantucket Historical Associ-
ation has started to shake up the
way it uses its historic spaces.
Nearly 200 years after its construc-
tion, the Hadwen House on Main
Street will be home to a contempo-

rary abstract sculpture exhibit.
“Juxtapositions” was installed in

partnership with the Artists Associ-
ation of Nantucket in the garden at
the rear of the former whaling mer-
chant’s mansion at 96 Main St., fea-
turing the work of island sculptors
Billy Sherry, John Evans, the late
David Hostetler, MJ Levy Dickson,

New York-based artist Kevin Bar-
rett and Karen Petersen, who is
from Vermont. It opens today and
runs through Columbus Day, closing
Oct. 9.
The exhibit is spearheaded by the

NHA’s Gosnell Executive Director
James Russell, who is not new to the
arts. He studied sculpture at Har-

vard University and later under
renowned sculptor Dimitri Hadzi
before running an art museum in
Attleboro.
“Personally I have always en-

joyed sculpture. Building a museum
is in many ways a sculptural
process, one of constant additions
and subtractions to build a greater
whole,” he said.

Unexploded shells
may be under

Madaket properties
By Peter Sutters
psutters@inkym.com

Dozens of Madaket homeowners
have received a letter from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers alerting
them of potential unexploded ord-
nance on or under their properties.
The June 8 letter says the area,

roughly from the west shore of
Clarks Cove to the east shore of
Long Pond, was used as an aerial
and land rocket range in the mid- to
late 1940s.
“Available information indicates

military munitions may be present
on or near your property as a result
of past munitions-related activities
that the Department of Defense con-
ducted on this Formerly Used De-
fense Sites property,” the letter
reads.
“My reaction to finding out about

the letter was it was a C.Y.A by the
Department of Defense,” said long-
time Madaket resident Bill Grieder,
president of the Madaket Conserva-
tion Association. “It’s got to be a real
eye-opener to all the workers who

have been digging foundations or
septic systems out here.”
Grieder said he and everyone he

talked to had never found or heard
of any munitions in the area.
“My grandparents bought this

property in the 1930s and never,
ever have I heard of any sort of mu-
nitions activity out here at all,”
Grieder said.  
“I know they find them all the

time in Tom Nevers, as well as No-
mans Land off the Vineyard, they
are always finding munitions there,

NHA expands outreach with “Juxtapositions” exhibition
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New England Patriots wide receiver Malcolm Mitchell talks to Nantucket

Intermediate, Elementary and Cyrus Peirce School students Monday be-

fore reading them his children’s book, “The Magician’s Hat.”

Receiver recognizes 
sixth-graders for 

winning reading contest

MITCHELL, PAGE 6A

“What is the course of
action? What about the
guys that are doing septic
work out here, do they
feel there is a need 
to be cautious?” 

– William Grieder
Madaket resident

SHELLS, PAGE 7A

Carvers seek to 
exempt mammoth, 
mastodon tusks
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“Why ban something
that’s been extinct for

10,000 years? How’s that
going to save the 
elephants?” 

– Michael Vienneau
Island scrimshaw artist


